Hammerfest, Norway
March 6, 1949
Sunday Bvening

Dear Mom and Dad,

After a semi-rough, seven-hour trip on the fjords of northern Nor-
way our lj0-foot converted scout-boat tied up at ithe Harmerfest pier yesterday afternoon.
We two vacationists were returning from a three-day visit in Alta, Land of the Laplanders,
where we had witnessed one of the most interesting events I havi¢ever seen.

Our trip had its beginning Tuesday evening when we boarded the 200-
foot "Rendy," a local boat which works the north-Norway milk route. At 6:30 Wednesday
morning, after a stuffy night, we found ourselves in the settlement of Bossekop, a section
of the Alta district. The weather was clear, but cold, and the suns rays were just beginning
to rise over the horizon. We fourd our way to the "Turist-=hotellet" where we had made
reservations. It was quite nicely located on the top ef a pine-covered hill, a new building
with steam heat, clean rooms, running hot and cold water, and a-pleasant skiert atmosphere.
The pine-trees surprised us even more than the nice hotel, for in Hammerfest the mountains
are absolutely barren,

We got settled at the hotel and inquired as to information about
when the Iapps came down from the mountains and where we could meet them. Those at theo
hotel understood that they woulddcome Wecnesday afternoon, so several of us took off ino
a cab and headed for the"Gargia Fjellstue,& a small sklert lodge where the Lapps gathero
when they first come down from their huts in the mountains. We were disappointed when
we arrived and found none of them in sight, but we learmed from the caretaker that theyo
would be there'for sure”on Thursday.

After a morning of tracting on Thursday we again joined three other
Oslo people and took a taxi to Gargias This time the sight that met our eyes was really
somet'ing to see. Already about one hundred reindeer harnessed to wooden sleds were gatheredo
around the "fjellstue," their Lapp-owners clothed in ski g among them,
As soon as we pulled up someone yelled, "Here come some more," "We looked up the road to
see a "train" of about 8 reindeer each pulling a sled pakked with reindeer meat and skins.
The lead-refndeer,which pulled the sled in which the Lapp-woman rode, had a bright-colored
harness around its neck. When the "train" reached the "fjellstue" the tough Lapp-woman
Jumped out of the sled and swung the reindeer into the places and positions she wanted them.o
Among the Laplanders as with many of the more primitive peoples the woman does much of the
manual labor,

We walked about the harnessed reindeer taking close up-pictures
with color film of this colorful scene.....grey andwhite reindeer, Iapps clothed in
brigrt redm, yellow, and blue., The sun quickly sank below the mogntains, aedit soon becameo
quite dark for picture-taking, so we walked into the "fjellstue' where we found the Lapp-
men. The rocms were so stuf‘y and full of their pipe-smoke that trey weren't very pleasanto
places to be, but it was so 1ntereqt1ng to see and talk with them that we walked right in.
We listend to them speak to eachother in treir mumbling language (It resembles Finnish Io
believe) and watched them pull large bones and clunks of reindeer-meat out of their skino
sacks. One fellow took a big knife and hacked away at tiie bone until he cracked it open,
then he dug his knife into the marrow and "downed it" like it was delicious....they claim
it is.

ihen we want outside again they were unharnessing the reindeer and
turning them loose. Several of the Lapps(or Finns as they also call them) slipped their
skin-~shoes into a pair of primitive-looking skis and slid along the snow waving their handso
and yelling, trying to gather the reindeer into a hefrd. When this was accumplished, one
of the Lapps led one of the reindeer off into the forest and the rest followed, being tended
oy sever?t small Spitz-like Lapp dogs. It wgs an interesting sight to see about 200 rein-
deer in like that.




































gas-fired boiler, so she woke up to a very cold house Sunday morning.. I sitruggled
with the gas burner, gas valves and accessories for a couple of hours and finally
got everything working okeh again, While there we read a cute letter from Allen
HardyMs reporting that he and his fanily are all well, and also advising that he was
recently selected a counselor in his ward Bishoprie.

That about winds it up for this afternoon. We're all well, and we're so near
"ready" that we could actually leave within a few days. ile'll be locking forward
to early answers from you to the questions we have raised again in this letter.

Affectionately,

Usual copies






Before shovine off fru Harviizs I so=nt & comle of rtays saying coodbyer
jo the ma 7 oeon-'.e w0 hasd bem so gooul o me. T must have eaten 6 or ssven bines
darr before I left, AL each call T vas foreed io reclly chow-Gome
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Jince I hadn't hed much sle=n on iy trin to Fimmerken noxr while Ir
was in Hlarvik, I de: dex to get 2 Swedish slecper on the war dovm. Over i here
the cormaritient systen is used exclusiv:ly on traizs, I was sat up very conrortably
in a larre co 1‘)3""”1enu ghich I shared with Hvo othar men., The trin to 3tockholn
went vers fast., I left Marvik at noon on zrch lst and arrived in 3tocidolnm on e
2n’ at 1 mme Stockitolm!'s stores ranind ona of tose in America., I walkec into a
fine denartnent store and found everything for arle that T could thinl: ofy T wallied
un inbo th2 end! clob.inc desart ~..,nt to loo: over their stock in saring ovarcoats orr
re ncoats, Comparing hat they had -,11 th the old greyv job I wass wearinm~ made 2 szle
for the salegman the easieo'u thinz in the wvorld, I nicked up a ver - nice looidns
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rev liglrei-nt coat for 330 or 150 Swedish Kroner (5 Swed. Er. ver do'lar)e It

s the ¥ind of grey which ~oes zood with both brosn, blue and sre sults (or have
bezn over here too loug?). Ammm - I Delieve thaet it will be suitable to wear on
2 trip noie, so unles:; you are sold on bringinc me a cont I sugrest et yeu let

L
it ro an® 71l use iz one wmich I picked uo in Sweden.
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I soant the dar lookirs around Stocitholm and again boarded the train
at 10 Den.

At 9a.m. Friday orming I was walliine out of thio ¢ tbhanerstation,r

and thoie grabhed a taxi wrrich took me to Osterhausgt. 27 in only a feow minutesir
Tt was certainly 2 Dlezsure to sez Fresident and Sister Gowangy their kids, and

a1l of the missionaries haeree.

Jut one hour after I arrived the Presicent ga‘b"ml‘;% onr of us into
his office for the first mestine of the Diztrict Presidentst! Coniference. - The Bldersr
were aul Ssdith.fron "bnsoar'r Nistrict, Panl Friksen fron Bersen, Gerry Desm (%o
wented to be remembered to fOU end to Bro. Buck whose car-he used to wash) from jidsvoljj
and myself, At the Bresent ti‘e the Ozlo and Tronchei: str:_c-ts have no nresidants 5

Ao C‘Au( Alsere. ~neR ’7.019%01 L ( then . o/zﬂm;( a_lu% s, 4@4 )

Te four and the Frasidsnt rai‘n cred arowad hils large\glass— L,O‘mec desl.
It lookad lite & Board of Birectorst montne Tor 'axfiel:dl C.ndy So,/7 On th~ vall to
our left was huge mep of loriay. T o 85 -Hofwegian missionaries wePe represented by
larce »ins on the map, “taiz'pins beins placed on the map at U= npolats vhere thn Tldersr
are laboring., Tne 2residesnt had ty'r)ec out a prograil for our conference. 7Fir st on

"2 twe Drovrall Was a renort from sachrof us on''Listrict Prodedure andrlubies ofrthe

District Fresidmt.® Afterwardr we discussedr'Rzports an® Financesy' ‘e had a delicious
fisn dinnsrrm7ith the Gowansese .ﬂ.lmost 5rm ia ue"lj forlow'nerdinaar wergatyrred again

" ¥
for our afteraornrsession. ”‘hev"er"e 2iscnssed Tractine tecnicues, Visualulics,
'To tie Convimfcimr.of t e Honest innleartt, rsn'rtme Problen of Conversion. Tn‘t vas
onlr half of ow: ¢lscu sion,,but tf'mse were the most Irmortant items. )

T wras '- o torfine thad t resit’ent hadrfound favor in a newr tracting
thed severel weeks a'nk Tar ougil exneriencerl founfrthat our tractiner

metlo s wore quite ineffective, - Mlavin- spent’ BPANCASTIEPrAATYERRIMDoLNSEEE withcoBr
B e5etrele Lo Rty T nEEse: fa%nizﬁ%'fe% Shat wobhad ae%%tﬂﬁ‘ By #hg7 WaTeas HeeniaTheen
eshayp pfgﬁplﬁclgovg,lg-loe snbessssear Uma;; ang weulksl 1lile to show her so et ine 1T she had
time. Zach ti e the anwmer at the door woild be =ith ariOane infor, PI'n busnT
Rathisr than sb- nd at the “oor with ths cold north irind bloﬁm_n_' dom our necliz, I feltr
that we ghould immediatelr accent the "comein" :E,nvitatio*ls, and tell the "Itn busy!s"
hat we would cal baclt at anot or tine vhen ther had timer I has found that I had
ever ha’ anv reall results from just a conversatizn at the rToor but I had had in-
vitati ns to caie brcek to noom_e 7o had nesrd the SEa : dorm in their
honz. That is a very aquick outline of a plan for more eC-"ecmva tractine. T asired
the Elders “n the Northerm Tistrict to trr it (as I hid) and thay said th= results
were woncerfui. T4 was just getting away from the old pras tice of romins with the
idea that you hed to get rid of a tract at each door. T hadn't been givine out tracts,

jmst permohlets to those who had an g berest. Te found that we were rore vescectad
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Hetll try to write you ageln later in the week,
All of us, including the Allon Williems Tamily send love  to you.

~ffectionately,

sopy %o Allen W, Filllanms
copy o sunt Rue



















































business. &o I'm the target for the double barreled telephone hcdk—up.
A1l of us jein in love to you.

Affecticnateiy,

‘Elder Ulaytom R, wIlliams
Osterhaugssaten 27
Oglc, Norway

ge: Mr. & Urg., Clayton V. Smith
Los Angeles

ce: Allen W, Williams
Milwaukee, Wisconsgin

ce: IElder Rex W, Williams, Jr.
HNova Scotia




































































































































































