
Iammerfest, Norway
March 6, 1949 
Sunday Evening 

Dear Mom and Dad, 

After a semi-rough, seven-hour trip on the fjords of northern Nor­
way our 40-foot converted scout-boat tied up at Lbe Ha:.!Jmerfest pier yesterday afternoon. 
i\'e t,10 vacationists were returning from a three-da_y visit in Alta, Land of the Laplanders,
where \'Ve had witnessed one of the most interesting events I ha-Cever seen. 

OUr trip had its beginning Tuesday evening when we boarded the 200-
foot 11Ren�y," a local boat which works the north-Norway milk route. At 6: 30 Wednesday
morning, after a stuffy night, we found ourselves in the settlement of Bossekop, a section 
of the Alta district. The weather was clear, but cold, and the suns rays were just beginning
to rise over the horizon. We fourid our way to the 11 '.furist-hotellet" where we had made 
reservations. It .,as quite nicely located on the top e.f a pine-covered hill, a new· building
wit·• steam heat, clean rooms, running hot and colrl water, and a ·pleasant skiers atmosphere.
The pine-trees surprised us even more than the nice hotel, for in H:l.mmerfest the mountains 
ijre absolutely barren. 

�'t"e got settled at the rotel and inquired as to information about 
when tre Lapps came down from the mountains and where we could meet them. 'lhose at theo
hotel understood that they 1t0uld .3come Wednesday afternoon so several of us took off ino
a cab and headed for the"Oargia Fjellstue,o11 a small skiert lodge where the Lapps gathero
when they fir�t come domi from their huts in the mountains. We were di.sapp6inted when 
1't"8 arrived and found none of them in sight, but we learaed from the caretaker that theyo
would be there ''for sure'' on Thursday. 

After a morning of tracting on Thursday we again joined three other 
Oslo people ano took a taxi to Gargia. This time the sight that met our eyes was really
somet·,1ng to see. Alrv�ctr about one hundred reindeer harnessed��Lwooden sleds were gatheredo
around the 11.fjellstue., 11 their Lapp-owners clothed in skin parka ,.wandering among them. 
As soon as we pulled up someone yelled, 11 Here come some more.'' We looked up the road to 
see a "train" of about 8 reindeer each pulling a sled pakked with reindeer meat and skins. 
The lead-reindeer,v,hich pulled the sled in which the Lapp-woman rode, had a bright-colored
harness around its neck. 1'fuen the "train" reached the 11fjellstue 11 the tough Lapp-woman 
Jumped out or the sled and swung the reindeer into the places and positions she wanted them.o
Among the Laplanders as witb many of the more primitive peoples the woman does much of the 
manual labor. 

We wa1kecl about the harnessed reindeer takine close up-plctures
with color film of t"1is coJorful scene ••••• grey andwl1ite reindeer, Lapps clothed in 
brig'•t reda, yellow, and blue. The sun quickly sank bel 1w the mol'.jntains, edit soon becameo
quite dark for picture-takirig, so we walker into t},e 11fjellstue 11 w}'>ere we found the Lapp­
men. The rooms were so stuf "y and full of their pipe-sn:oke that tl ey weren 1t very pleasanto
places to be, but it was so interesting to see and talk with tr em trat we walked right in. 
We listend to them speal-- to eo.chother in tl-eir mumbling language (It reseml.Jles Finnish Io
believe) arrl -watched tl,em pull large bones and c unks of reindeer-meat out of their skino
sacks. One fellow took a big knife and ha.eked a.way at tle tone until he cracked it open,
then he dug his knife into the marrow and "downed it'' like it was delicious •••• t)ley claim 
it is. 

,'/hen we ,VBnt outside again they were unharnessing the reindeer and 
turning them loose. Several of the Lapps(or Finns as they also call them) slipped their 
skin-shoes into a pair of primitive-looking skis and slid along the snow waving their handso
and yelling, trying to gather the reindeer into a helrd. Nhen this was accomplished, one 
of the Lapps led one of the reindeer off into the forest and the rest follo,red,being tended 
by sever� small Spitz-like Lapp dogs. It� an interesting sight to see about 200 rein­
deer in �like that. 





























 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 

  

  
 

 
    

   
 

  
 

 
 

 

~e faun:.'. tha.t we ·were ·nore neS'Jected -n10 had � :l.J:J.¼te_re�t . ,jrust p;,.nphlets to t,!l.o·;c 1

Befo:.�o s1:ovin,., off fr•.j :i.Tar,ril·: I s·J·,mt a co nle of ,·.ays sa.y:i.11p r:oodb�,·er
to t:1e :'11.:...ri;r peor.i::1.8 11'..'10 he,J be ,n so eoo,.� t.o .ne . I 1:11..1.;';·0 have eaten 6 or seve::1 -ti."J.es 
-t.":.e (;_1::·.r befor-, I left. } .t ea.c11 call I ·a::; foreer� ·i:;o ro, lJ;; c�10--(o. :1..

8:L"lcc I hadn't ha..- l'7t1�:1 ;:;le?:,'.l on 1 r,, tri;J to F:inmr1&rken no1· 11hile Ir
·:ras in lJarvjJ-;:., I cle ·..: · de ,  to get : Swerl:l.sh sleeper on -:-,he ,,ar-- do-rm. Over • here 
th.0 con19art,:1ent ·:yste:;1 is use: e .:cJ.us:i.v "l' • 0:.1. t:i:-a.'.. 1.s . I ·:;as set up ver-,, co:.i.fortabJ.y
in a 12.r· e co:mart;1.ent .-:hic·.1 I s:1are• � -:ith t,. :o oth �r · 1a'1. 'lhf-3 ::.::-:b to '3tockhob 
vmnt verr :::'ast . I J.eft iTar--vik at noon on '2rch 1st and arrj_ve-:2. 5.n 3toc:.;:;.10J.m on t'18 

2n ·' at l nm. '3toc1;:;1olm' s stores rP.:�1i.11.:.:. Orn} o.C t ose in A::1e·,:- ·.ca . I ·. a.!ker· into a 
fine Lle:,art'io�rt :-;;tore ancl founi everythinr, for '.':r�1.e t:1at I couJ.cl t'.1i::il: ofr. I '.'ia:U:e:-1 
up :into '.:,;p 'en:!i t clot' .in,· de:9artr1ent to loo·- ove:.: ·c,;1eir -;tock in s·)ri.:.1.�..'. ove3rcoats orr
r"' ·ncoats. Compar ·n'.- ·rhat ·:,llo.r ha.,' ·,r.i.th ti1e olc: grev job I -..ras wear-ir·y m.ac�e a sa.le 
fo1· ti.1e sa1e.s.nan t·1e easiest t�'l ·n,.... :i.n tho :orl'..' . I :Jicl�e ' U'J a vcr - nice loo' �irJ.' ' 

[:rs:r li::, ,t,,.·:3i ' '(;, co(.l.t, for )30 or 150 3-. re,lish !{roner (.� S e::.-. Kr. }er do"1J_ar) o It 
is the '::i.nd of' grey .:h2.d1 ~oes �ood w:i.t·1 both bro·.:n, blue a..'1 rr3 suits ( or hc,ve 
I been over he,:-e too lo11g7 ) .  AnT:Ja. · I be1 iGve t,i1:;..t it ·;;ill be :;uitab�_e to 1::-ear 0�1 

ti'1e tr-i:9 ho;.10, so tuues:; you are 30ld on bri:1cinr ,e a cott I su:::;r•est t;·1r· t you let 
it ·:o an.' :� r11 uso t'.1: one ::hie·, I picked 1.n :L.7. Sweden . 

I S'>2:y{;. the c7.a·· loo:.ci'!"r around 3toc}molm a:1r: a;-:ain boarde( tl-io tra ... n 
D.t 10 p.m. 

'1.t 9a .".ll. Fr ·.ria�r :on1:i..r;-:· I --ra.5 TiaJ.l�i:1': out of t·,:J �stba.:1erotattm1,r
a.nc. t:1,J1�0 grab'1e:� a ta·:i ';nich tock me to Osterhausgt. 27 in only a fcr:•0 m:i.nutesr.r
It ·:.as certa ·_:1ly a ple:1.sm�e to see ?resident mic� 3i --:ter Go-:-:-ar1;,r t:10:Lr :·ids, and. 
a.J.l of t:10 mi-:,c:i_ona1�ios }1 ,3re. 

.,

Ju -t one hour after I arrived t'10 Presic>.ent Gat'·1 ::,Ao1u• of us into 
l1 i.s office fo:.� t···.e first �1eet:b,.... o::: t1

1'; :Jistr5.ct P"..ces:Vents • Co'1:::'0rencc . · 'r1e ·::J.ci.crsr
·:rere :;a,1.l S:nith fro·1 'i'Bnsber(; ")ist,rict, r:'au:i. 3rjjc·:'.::!'l fror.� :9err·en, Gerry ·e�'1 (,.,f1o 
�;anteC:. to be remelJ7l>erod to you 2.nd to 13::'.'o . Buck whose car he 1.1:'>e,' to ".ciash ) fron J;idsvolJ1
arid :JWSP-lf . fl. t the P.reseTt tj_,__ 'e t'1e 0..:1J.o and Trondiloi , r1istr_ic�s ho.v-; no pres:i.r' �n-;;s')/� t.,(1,{ /1(.)tN. 1<e-'t �'7 .<1.,.-, <- � a..  qa./� 1 1_-� p•r-, ·( WLi.� � <14_( _)

,.(
t.
e /,t,, ( 'le fonr ani the ::r-esidant r-at�J1red a..rohnc' hi- J.ar�lass- vo·Det de3J: . 

r:..£, It loo:(�,- li':e .:� 3oard :)f =:irectorsr' -,-:1 -·'- ·· nc• ':or llXfieJ.:� C:onc:7 Co ) On t'h.n-vral1 to 
, ' �.; our left rras h.u�e ne:o o-t: Hor·-ay. T'.18 85 Nor\1e3:i.a11 1�i.=· Ti.011arir.:s r;ere r,3prese;:1toi'i by

".c .  larcc -.,5_-ris on the Ill.9.p, tl1-:;i · pins beir1:.: pl2,c0d on t:'t3 t1ap a":. t· ·'-'! �oj__,_ts ·:.here t'1,, ":lc•ersr
� ....._ , arc labor.in� . T.'le ?r2sid'3nt ·'!ad. type,:. o,r::, a orogra.i1 for our co-,j]-ere�1ce. ?:ir st on 
.,. �li>t.,, , .
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':rI founr

'1c�.tra�tir
tract;nsr
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US:i."1e :'.'llil:e 2.n,r0ach be usedr. It con­ove1' a yearrdeJ.iver;:m.c:- tracts witl-i fef',i 
va.y t,·10.n

j_-:-ieffectr
1.� )erson at 1)1p,I clecj_�er1 ',tr-

�estecr

i•.re . '.Iavin· 3::>Gnt met :o 

.n.

·s ·.-mre .q1ito ir
s:·.stecl of telli::.1- t·suJ.tr 1,,t

l tl-J." t a m :!"G '.Jr
-:oar that "R.. haci so::·'ere shou '.d ber ,1et1i.ing �-/1ic'· -..-re felt the Hor­�one r;erhad beenr-rt:r;o,;r trer s, a 

In t is I su·rusr gr plan. 
:r•r11

'\Tegian p�ople Yro 1lc� be :inte::.· s t,e 1 in, an�' ··wu1( 1_;J:e to -,ho•-- hor so ·et ·=-n-'. :U' she had 
time. 3ac'.1 ti .G · the a.!J. ·";mr at t.'•e cloor -.To ·l.i be eitJPr� cfo 12 �-n�or; 11 I 'n  bus·r

·\' 19Ra.t,.'1:-:>r t:1an st· n(:. at oor Yr:i.t' , t�10 colrl north -·r_i.nr1 bl.o·"".i31·· io'"m. our neck�, I �eltr
that, we s:1oulC. jI1Jh1.e. • iat�l"r accc1t t;10 1 1 com,2:i.J.1 1 1  invitatio"ls, anc1 te:i :i. ti1e ; 'Il::i husy1 s 11

t',at we uoul · cal. ba.c·� tt anot --i:-..· t:i: 10 •.i1e11 the-,r ',rid tii:1er. I har' toun.: t•wt I 11rd 
neYer ha,· r..rr r0al• results fron just a conversati:)n at th0 11oor, but I had. had in-
vi tati ns to c ·'-l.G b� c:� to ryeo!)le 7''10 had he• rd the 1:1e.3aat;e s_j.t.tiu:::- ,1.0°:m jn t 10:l.r 
hono . 'l'ha-:; is a ver;·• qu ·.ck outlin,� of a !)l3J1 :for more effectiv:? trac t.L'1r,. I a.s::ed 

=-the �lders ··n  th� Norther:1 r,istr:i.ci:, to t:i. r :i.t (as I :1 ,..:) a..n::. -�:1--iy sai0 th". results 
;;-onclerfu.J • It -,7as just getting a1ray fro::-ri tin al·' prac ttce ot r:o"J.ilr ·T.i..ti1 the 

idea th2_t, �rou "lr.,: to get ri;_ of a tract at eac]1 door. I hadn' t '.)een g5.v·,n·· out tracts, 
Trere -


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































